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Tara Hinton: [00:00] All right. So just for the record this is Tara Hinton with Pastor Daniel Melton at Davis First 
Baptist, and it is July 25, 2023. And this is for the Down East Change and Recovery Project. All right, so can you 
say your name and your title and just tell me a little bit about you and where you're from? 


Daniel Melton (DM): [00:28] Sure. | am Pastor Daniel Melton. | was born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1984—in the 
1900s [laughs]. We moved to Statesville, North Carolina, when | was around three years old—where my mom is 
originally from. We grew up in Statesville, and | went to elementary school all the way up to fifth grade, and 
then we moved out of Statesville to another town called Olin, which is same county—northern Iredell County— 
out into the country. We moved up there in 1996, and was there until we got married, me and my wife Kelly, got 
married in 2014. | think [laughter]. We were married for a couple months before the Lord called me into the 
ministry. We were married in April, | went into full time ministry in October. | was a ministry intern for a while. | 
was a youth pastor for three and a half years and then the Lord opened up the door to come to Davis, and that's 
how I ended up here. So that's a brief history of my life | guess. 


TH: [02:07] That’s wonderful, and where were you a youth pastor before? 


DM: [02:09] So I was a minister at a church in Statesville, Fairview Baptist Church, and that's where | was 
ordained. | was youth pastor at Oakdale Baptist Church—also in Statesville—and we had a great time there. In 
fact, we brought some of our youth groups here to do like mission work and VBS is so we got to know the area 
before we came, before the Lord opened the door for us to be here. Then I've been here since January, 2019. In 
fact, | interviewed for this job on a Tuesday night—and you'll know the day probably--and that Thursday is when 
Hurricane Florence hit. So, | interviewed Tuesday, | ran home on Wednesday because I'm a hills dweller and 
didn't know anything about hurricane. And it turned out to be one of the worst—one of the worst ones for this 
particular area. And so we watched—me and my wife—did everything that we could. Watching our phones, 
looking at the radar, calling folks that we formed relationships. So that was the thing. | guess it was about three 
days where the thing was just sat here and just a terrible. And we had folks actually staying in our church 
building at that time. So they started in their house down the road, and they walked up here because their home 
was one story. We have two stories here, so they were able to—able to stay here but also able to take video of 
the water coming down the aisle. And to see where the water levels were around here—it's kind of crazy. So 
anyway, that's kind of the way | made it down here, and that's how | interviewed. Because my first interview 
was in the fellowship hall right here on Tuesday. Of course, Florence hit. The next interview | had had to be in 
the parsonage because it didn't flood, and it didn't have air conditioning because everything did flood in there. 
[04:43] Church building was completely destroyed. | think | had three interviews before we came. That was a 
crazy time, and | didn't know at the time—and obviously, you can have empathy—but you don't know, if you've 
never been through a hurricane, you really don't know what they're going through. And you don’t know what it 
feels like—and | still don't know what it feels like--to lose my home, my stuff, and so, | was able to see that from 
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the outside looking in. | really fell in love with the people here and their ability to move on and keep going 
through all of that. And so, | saw before it happened kind of in the middle of while it was happening. Me and one 
of my friends were here after Florence left, after it cleared the area, we were here three days later to help with 
recovery. And so, we stayed in a tent and actually one of my church member’s house for quite some time and 
was helping, so. | got to see the beginning, before, maybe a little bit during, and of course, | got to see the 
aftermath. Because we interviewed in September, and we were here in January so just a few months. So that 
was a time | hope | never seen anything like that for sure. 


TH: [06:26] Can you say more on that the change that you've seen before, or not before, but the beginning, 
middle, and end here and what the recovery process looks like from your perspective? 


DM: [06:40] Since | wasn't a resident here and was able to live here for years before it happened, all | could see 
was what the church looked like, what the landscape was, and certain things like that. | didn't have roots here or 
anything like that, so that was my what | saw before. What | saw after was just devastation. | mean, it was trees 
down, there was—and the crazy thing is now that looks still so much different than the first time we came are all 
the trees. Even the ones that survived the wind didn't survive the salt. So you see all of these dead trees and it 
makes it look a lot worse than it actually is. So many trees that are still dead and dying—these pine trees 
couldn't recover. And part of that was not only did they get hit—and | say they, because they got hit with 
Hurricane Florence and then | got hit with Hurricane Dorian, because | was here—but they got hit with 
Hurricane Florence in 2018 of September, while they were basically still in recovery mode got hit with Hurricane 
Dorian in 2019. So that was my first hurricane, being a part of that, and it wasn't nothing. It was nothing 
comparatively to that one. Maybe the wind speeds were a little bit higher, but it didn’t stick around long. Just 
about start to finish it was about eight hours. It was nothing. 


TH: [08:33] Right, and Davis didn’t get much damage from Dorian, as | understand it. 


DM: [08:35] We didn’t. We were in the hundreds of thousands of dollars from Florence. Dorian did between 30 
and $40,000 worth of damage that | remember. Like we had to put a new roof on the parsonage, new roof on 
the buildings, we'd already had to put a new roof on the church and so we didn’t need to do that. But you know, 
that coupled with all of the other things that was going on—and that's one of the reasons why the trees couldn't 
recover, got hit in 2018 got hit in 2019 right again, all the salt coming through. So yeah, that was another hit on 
everything. But as far as me being, actually knowing kind of what's going on beforehand, | really don't. | was 
here just a brief amount of time, and so then when | saw all of the damage. | saw—before it's kind of like a 
picturesque Hallmark card, and then you come back just a week later just about, and people's belongings are out 
on the road. Carpets being torn out of houses and furniture. Basically, these peoples’ lives that they spent—that 
they spent their life trying to make their home comfortable, and all of those things had to be discarded, and 
things that even | hadn’t thought of. Like —you don't know this because you're too young maybe, but in the 80s, 
we took pictures and had physical copies of pictures, right? So we didn't have that stuff on computers or 
digitally, and so a lot of those people lost that stuff and those items like that that we could see. And a lot of 
those things | helped carry out of people's houses. And, yeah, that was, that was a terrible time and I, and | only 
saw it a brief time. | was able to go home and have a home still and so, | didn't experience anything of what they 
experienced. So when we got back here in January, when | got the call to come down, | think there might have 
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been maybe some concern about me coming right in the middle of that. | think | was probably concerned a little 
bit about it. How do | do this? And | just trusted the Lord, his plan to bring us down here. I think the doors were 
opened and you know, the church was receptive. And so when we got down here, | moved here first, and Kelly 
still worked her notice at her job and she was working to train some folks. So she was coming down on Thursday 
night after working 40 hours. Coming Thursday night, staying in all weekend, and then leaving on Sunday. She 
did that for about three months. But we didn't have a building. The building was gone. We know this is just a 
building, but it's a place where we meet. It's been here since the ’40s, and the church has been here longer than 
that—I think it’s 1867 when the church was founded, but this building has been here since the ’40s. And so, it's 
been a place where we've met for a long, long time. To not have it, it was a tough thing. So we got to figure out 
right off the bat what the church actually was. And that's obviously the people—the believers and people that 
joined together in unity in the Gospel. We were able to kind of look at that and see the visual representation of 
that, and luckily, we were—well, not really luckily, but as the plan would have—we were able to meet in the 
Scott Building. | guess you've experienced that a little bit over there. We met there my first six months. We met 
there while we were repairing the church building. And the Lord just—he made things fall into place. We had 
some guys that the church had already hired to do the repair work. | got to know those guys. Man, those were 
those were my best friends for a while, because we hung out together all day. | had no idea. This was my first 
church to lead, my first construction project. The contractor, or whatever, and then | had to work with insurance 
companies and all that, and of course, my people were very patient but not only very patient but very helpful in 
lending their expertise and advice as well. But they were also concentrating on their homes. Not only not only 
were their homes gone, but their church building was gone. And so, they were kind of split and they were 
working on their own things. | tried to take a lot of that on myself to get the building back in order. It took all of 
us for sure. It took the sovereign hand of the Lord to get all this back together. Finally, | believe it was in June, 
we were able to come back and have our first service. 

DM: [14:47] But it was really crazy because I’m in the Museum [Core Sound Museum] now, hugging the pews 
and making a carpet angel. So when we got our carpet— [laughs] 

TH: [15:00] | saw that picture! 

DM: [15:01] Did you see that? So we had our carpet, I’m making a carpet angel. We tried to log it, you know, and 
so we can go back and say, “Wow, look at this. You remember how happy we are just to get the carpet? And 
then the pews came in, and we were happy about the pews.” And it's just those steps kept coming together and 
kept coming together. So six months later, we had our first church service back in the building. That was 
incredible. | remember we put up a sign up here on our [inaudible]. | can't remember what the sign said. 
Something about, “We're having services back here again.” | remember Kelly taking a picture of me, and we 
posted that online of course. What's crazy is so that was June, July, August, September, September. So we were 
here for three months before we got more damage. | was just going through my photos to kind of refresh myself 
earlier. Right before—I know this is not about Hurricane Dorian—but 


TH: [16:13] Oh please feel free to say something about Dorian too. 
DM: [16:16] Right before Dorian came, we all got together, and we took everything off of the ground floor and 
put it up high. Because from Florence—Florence flooded everything, so if anything was on the ground, it was 


gone. Just gone. So we wanted to make sure that we can save as much as we could, so we came in here and put 
everything up high. Dorian came through, and | remember driving back today. | stayed in Williston with one of 
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my church members and Kelly went home with the dogs. Anyway, | was driving back, and | remember seeing 
some of the stuff. That right there was in the yard. That's a piece of our sign that Dorian exploded. The First 
Baptist Church, so | took the “First” and put it in a box because it was my first hurricane. My first church first, my 
first—everything was has been my first, so | saved that. That was kind of a time. It was right off the bat. It just 
seemed like people were—seemed like our folks were starting to get into that groove again before the next one 
hit. But you can’t keep these folks down. They will bounce back in a heartbeat. It was incredible to see the 
amount of patience that everyone had during that time. No power, no food. Of course, just about everyone’s 
got a generator down here because power goes out so often. Once your power’s out for a couple days and your 
food's gone. And so there were people coming down with hot dogs, cooking hot dogs in parking lots. So the 
response from the state and really from the Southeast was incredible. There were people from Virginia that 
came down. They actually stayed in the parsonage for four hours here. 


DM: [18:46] And they worked for a long time just in this area. It was an incredible response. The amount of 
people that were here to help, | think, was a good testament to at least the South. I’m sure there were people 
from everywhere here, but that’s the ones that | saw. They were here immediately, some of those folks, to help. 
Especially with the food. That was important. Even though some people didn’t need the food, to have a hot meal 
and a cold drink during that time was incredible. Because you didn't have ice, you didn't have a refrigerator. A 
lot of people's refrigerator was flooded, and they might have had power but nothing hot to eat and nothing cool 
to drink. To see that that was incredible. One of the first things that | was able to do: we brought a big cooler, 
and we brought a bunch of gas too for anybody that needed it. But me and my buddy, | remember opening up 
our cooler and getting some water, and we offered up the water to somebody else, a couple people in the 
neighborhood. I’ve never seen anyone so happy over a cold water. Everybody was drinking kind of warm water, 
and they were making do and they would’ve been fine without it, but you just don't think about things like that 
when you live in Statesville or in Iredell County. We don’t have very many things that come through and ravage 
the area. You just don’t think about all of the little details and small things that all add up to what it means to go 
through something like that. | still don’t know what it is. lII never know what it was to go through Hurricane 
Florence, to be there that many hours and to—it’s just an incredible testimony to our people, | think. 


DM: [20:58] They never stopped meeting. The first Sunday after Florence, they were right here on the front 
steps, right on the front porch there. And there's obviously a famous picture of Mr. Louis holding a hymnal. Just 
an incredible testimony to the power of the gospel and these folks faith that they have in Christ, so | was glad to 
be part of it and still am glad to be a part of it. It was a privilege to be able to be their Shepherd, to kind of help 
them through these things. It was truly something to see. 


TH:[21:50] Sounds like it. And as you said, as you're guiding people through this recovery process, what kinds of 
long term effects are you seeing, especially with mental health as a pastor? And how does that inform what you 
do? 


DM: [22:09] Honestly, you would think you would see or maybe you would think you would see more of that, 
like long term effects from it, but really, | hadn’t. | mean, these people just trusted in the Lord. And they moved 
on. | mean, they just went back, went back to doing life. | mean, they just rebounded really quick. Now, there 
might be things going on in closed doors, or maybe in people's minds, and obviously, you'll never forget it. And 
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obviously, it's changed people forever. But as far as negative effects long term, | haven't necessarily seen that or 
been a part of that. But you know, it's got a, it's got to affect you. Even that little piddly Dorian that came 
through. And | say piddly because if | make a big deal out of it down here, I'll get cast out. But it's all in good fun. 
It really wasn't that big of a deal. | mean, it came in and left, but even living through that and going through 
that—my first one—that made a lasting impact on me. I'll never forget it. I'll never forget the sounds of it. I'll 
never forget the way the house shook. I'll never forget looking out there with flashlight making sure the tide 
wasn't coming up. And all of that. With Dorian, you're doing that for three days, and when you looked out there, 
the tide was coming was coming up. | mean, it was three times cycles or something like that it came up into 
people's houses. And so, | couldn't imagine | can't imagine going through something like that. But as far as long 
term mental health, | haven't seen anything that we could pinpoint to Florence, if that makes sense. 


TH: [24:09] That's really good to know. 


DM: | think so. 


TH: And as far as preparing for the next storm—and | hate to say that— 


DM: Oh, you’re talking about now, in the present preparing. | got you. 


TH: Yes. 


TH: [24:27] What do you see as being a goal for the church? And what are y'all doing right now? 


DM: [24:40] Well, preparing for the next storm. You hate to say that, but you have to say because there's going 
to be a next storm and everyone knows that. There's going to be one, we hope it's not—we hope it's not as bad 
as Florence or any of the ones that we've had that flood and things like that. You hope that's not the case. As far 
as us preparing mentally and spiritually: As the church, we should always be prepared to tell others about the 
hope that we have in Christ, right. | mean, we should always be prepared to give a defense for that. Peter says 
that in one of his epistles, and we take that to heart. And so we continually prepare ourselves that way, 
spiritually, want put the full armor of God on, of course. And we do that by, first, we’re in the word constantly. | 
mean, that's our anchor, that's our foundation is the word of God. And then we're together. | mean, that's the 
big thing about being a part of a church—that fellowship together. And it's vital to our health, it's vital to 
spiritual health, and it's just, it's a vital part of our lives that we're able to do that together. That's why this 
church never stopped meeting, no matter what. They didn't have a building, they didn't quit meeting, and that 
was before | was even here. So that's a testament to the leadership of this church even before | got here. They 
were going to meet no matter what they did, and so that was an incredible time. But we continue to prepare. 
We also have looked ahead about what we can do for each other, as far as that goes, to help. We had a little 
team after Dorian, it was a few of us that went to Ocracoke after Dorian hit and helped. They got hit way worse. 
The further north you got, the worse it got, and Ocracoke really got slammed during that during that time. And 
that's why when you call a storm a piddly storm, it's not a piddly storm to someone else, right. | mean, it was to 
us, but it wasn't to them, and they really got hammered by it. 


And you just never know how these storms come in and what the winds are going to do. Then all—everything 
has, it's like a chain reaction, it's a consequence, right? You have northeast wind, the southwest wind or 
whatever, depends on where the tide was. We'd had really high tides that week, and it was just an awful time 
for Ocracoke, but our church—we were able to go up there and help those folks out. They sent, in fact—if | 
remember correctly—it was either from Hatteras or from Ocracoke, when we came to do recovery, we came 
here to pull the carpet out of the church three or four days after Hurricane Florence had left, and there were 
folks from either Ocracoke or Hatteras or out that way that were here helping. We like to do that, and we go 
back and forth and help each other out. 


So we want to be prepared for that, and we want to be able to help our neighbors out for sure. And you know, 
we want to we want to do that, and we're able to go up here in Atlantic and Cedar Island, some of those places 
up there with a with a missions team. And so we want to be prepared to be the hands and feet of Jesus during 
that time. And | think we are. The more we live and the more we progress through this thing. It's just been a 
time. It's been an incredible four and a half years since we've been here. One of my church members—he's 
actually moved now—but he looked at me and he said, “You know, | think this could be a great adventure for 
you and Kelly.” And it has been a great adventure. | don't know if how to use the word adventure, but it’s been a 
great adventure for us and just to see the Lord’s work. It really has been incredible. And to see these people, my 
people, to kind of grow through this and go through all of the things that they've been through, and rebound, 
and just keep on going. | mean, that's kind of the mantra—just keep on going—and they do, and it’s incredible 
to see. I’ve seen it with my own two eyes how they're able to do that. 


Not that it didn't hurt. And not that it didn't cost them something because it definitely did. Each time one of 
these things come through, it does cost something. It does cost somebody something, and it might cause 
something really, really great. But they just keep on going. Pick up their stuff. They rebuild, and it was awesome 
to see—that part. | hope I never have to see it again. That's what we pray for. Somebody told me when we first 
got here, they were wanting to know how to pray. Like, well, if a storm’s coming in, we don't want to pray—we 
want to pray that the storm doesn't hit us, but we don't want it to hit anyone else either. Right? Just like we saw 
what Dorian did up north and just the terrible, terrible amount of damage up in Ocracoke and feel for those 
folks. But they told me, they said, we’ll pray that it doesn't come at all. That's the prayer. So that's what we 
continue to do. But around this time every single year that's what we start looking at. And I think that's partly 
probably one of the long-term effects that I'll have. No matter where the Lord calls us, I'm going to be on my 
phone, looking at the Atlantic starting in every June, and kind of looking and seeing what storms are out there. 
So that'll be part of the problem. 


TH: [31:41] That's a lot of uncertainty to deal with, too. 


DM: It is, it is, but life's uncertain. No matter where you're at. You just you don't know what's going to happen. 
You don't know what's gonna happen the next day. And living out here on the coast with the water, and 
beautiful views, and the salty air, and all of the good things, you're gonna have some negatives that come with 
it, just like [inaudible] or anywhere else in this world. It's just uncertain wherever you go for sure. 


TH: And the people here in your church, how do they deal with the uncertainty? Is it faith or—just throwing 
things out there. 


DM: | mean, | think definitely they rely on their faith in Christ. We believe that the Lord is sovereign. He's in 
control of everything that goes on. And Charles Sourgeon—wouldn't be right if | didn't quote Charles Spurgeon 
in an interview. He says that God's even in control of the dust motes, the little dust that you can see in the air in 
the sun beam coming through the room. He's in control of all of those things. So we put our faith in that, that 
he's a good God, and a loving God, and a caring God. So we put our trust in Him, we rely on Him. Like | said, | 
mean, life is uncertain no matter where you're at. Good thing now that they didn't have a long time ago is the 
technology. Just think of me I've got everything | need on my phone to see where these storms are coming. Even 
with all of the technology, | will say though, these things are still unpredictable until the last minute. They really 
don't know where they're going. But you got a pretty good idea that you didn't have a long time ago, and even 
before smartphones and things like that, you're relying on television, and these guys are coming on every now 
and then. And now we've just got the information just right there. And maybe that puts us at ease a little bit. I'm 
not sure. | don't know if it makes us more anxious or puts us at ease—it could go either way on that particular 
thing. I think a lot of times that technology makes us more anxious. But having the radar might even put us puts 
us at ease a little bit. I'm not sure. But yeah faith. Faith and Faith in God definitely helps us get through those 
times of uncertainty. That's why we just continue on, | think that's—we just leave it up to him. Trust Him 
whatever happens. There's a verse in Romans Chapter Eight. The Apostle Paul is talking about that these things, 
happen for our good. All things that are happening, even what we would consider bad things, are happening for 
our good and for those who love God. It's describing those Christians that have been saved by grace through 
faith. So we trust in that—that whatever things that we're doing is preparing us carrying out and preparing our 
lives preparing ourselves for the glory that's coming. So that's definitely how we face uncertain days. 


TH: [35:38] That's really beautiful. 


DM: Thanks. As the scripture says, that’s where we put our trust. 


TH: And I wanted to ask, pivot a little bit back and ask. You mentioned dealing with insurance repair here. I'm 
wondering if you could say a little bit more on that. And maybe what was good, what was frustrating? 


DM: Well, the flood insurance, which is like an underwriter thing, and, listen, I'm no expert on any of this 
whatsoever. But the flood insurance came in—that was already finished by the time | got here. The other one, 
which is the wind and hail damage, is a lot harder to get. So we had to, we had to have a lot more discussions 
about that stuff. But yeah, that the flood was easy. | mean, they just basically wrote us a check. But yeah, the 
wind and hail was a little bit tougher to get. And that's just part of, it's part of working with insurance companies 
[laughs]. Everything else, | feel like fell into place pretty, pretty easy. | mean, the fellows that repaired that did 
the contract work for our church, that did the floor, the sheet rock, and the painting and all of that. | mean, he's 
a member here now. He's part of our church family. He helped his brother is back in Florida now. But they were 
they were super helpful, and they got everything. That insurance—that was the biggest headache out of 
everything. But that's just part of it, part of dealing with insurance companies. This has nothing to do with 
Hurricane Florence, this just has to do with insurance. [laughs] 
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TH: [38:03] Absolutely. | know, I've heard from other community members, too, especially on an individual level, 
it can be tough dealing with insurance if you don't know how to navigate it. 


DM: Yeah, yeah. And | didn't. And so some of our folks come alongside me, of course, and helped us through 
that and the leadership of this church really come. Our church had to make some decisions as well about things. 
We were unified in that and unified in those decisions, and we can see the Lord's hand and all of that as well. 


TH: Do you all, now at this point in time, get a lot of sunny day flooding around here? 


DM: Do we get a lot of what? 


TH: Sunny day flooding? 


DM: Yeah. Well, no, not a lot. | can't say a lot. Since we've been here in four and a half years, we've had some 
tides that would come kind of close to our driveway. And then, of course, in Davis, the further you go this way, 
which we call it down the road. 


TH: Down the road, right [laughs]. 


DM: And if you go down the road, it does get lower and lower. So those tides affect them a lot more than us, 
and one time since we've been here. Just a random day. Now, we had—there was a storm out in the Atlantic. It 
wasn't going to come anywhere close. Then you kind of—well, | can't speak for anyone else but myself on this— 
but we look at our phone and say, “Oh.” They say, “Well, even though it's headed straight for us, it's going to 
curve and go back out.” We don’t even hardly pay it any more attention. That's how we are at our house. It’s 
like, “Well, what's going out there. | ain't gonna look at it anymore.” | really don't. But it did. | guess it just piled 
the water up, and just one day the tide started coming up. And we looked at the tide charts and thought, “Well, 
it's high tide now.” | walked from my house to here. It was about mid-shin on me at that point, and that was 
high tide. So | was like, “Well, it's good. You know, it's high tide.” But then the next 15 to 30 minutes, it rose 
another foot at least while | was here. | started picking up stuff on the floor, because | didn't know how high it 
was going to get. So by the time | went back over, it was closer to my knee. Now, I’m not a very good judge of 
that because I'm short [laughs]. It might have been ankle deep on some other people, but it was pretty deep. | 
mean, everything around here that you see in grass was gone. It was underwater, everything. | took a bunch of 
pictures that day, and it got up to just about that high. That much more and it would have been in the 
floorboard of our car. Just on a random day. | can't remember if it was raining or not. It seemed like it was about 
like today—kind of sunny, maybe a pop up shower here and there. But just never thought—no one thought—it 
was gonna do that. Once the water—so the water stands in the road first, and that's all saltwater, so you don't 
want to drive through it. So it basically tracked us in our driveway, so we couldn't move our cars to higher 
ground, and so, we were just in a scrape. The Lord saw fit not to have it go into our brand new vehicle 
[laughter]. 


TH: [41:46] Got to be grateful for that, right [laughs]. 


DM: We were very grateful. That was right when [pauses] when Willie T was born. He was born in April, 2022. It 
was that year, I think it was on October of that year was when that happened. So that was his first experience 
with it. We got pictures on our porch with him and all just everything underwater in the background. What's 
crazy is—and you don't think about this, I'm sure it happened in Florence as well—you see, like mounds of fire 
ants just floating. See snakes, and birds, and all kinds of wildlife just trying to find—we had snakes and all kinds 
of stuff coming up onto the steps just trying to get out of the water. It was crazy. 


TH: Like the ark [laughter]. 


DM: Yes, it was crazy. But then just as fast as it came up, it's all gone. Tide goes back out, and it's all gone and 
almost like no harm, no foul that time. You just never know. They raised this house, the parsonage, they raised it 
in 2003. So far, it hasn't been under, we haven't had flood to get into that yet. So but we've been really blessed 
with that. They made a very good decision that year because that's the year that it flooded. Everything flooded 
except the parsonage, so the Lord was good to us on that. Then, you can see a lot of these houses now that have 
been—well, | can't say a lot—but some of these houses that have been here for years and years and years are 
now starting to be lifted. They got flooded for the last time and said, “No, we're not doing this again.” Raising 
them up a little bit. Even the church down here. | don't know if you saw the church. They raised the church, the 
whole thing. That was a huge deal for the community. | think it weighed a million pounds or something crazy, a 
billion tons. Don't quote me on that. You can erase that part. [laugher] It was a bunch of weight that they—| 
don't know how they did that, protected all brick work and the windows and all that stuff. So you can see that 
that's another long-term thing about Florence. | mean, you didn't see that before, maybe a few houses being 
built high. You didn't see the amount that you see now that are kind of being raised. | don’t blame them, | don’t 
blame them. Once your house gets flooded, it's so much work. Do all that, and you don't want to have to do all 
that every other year, every two years, or three years. | don’t blame them one bit. 


TH: [44:57] That adaptation piece | think is really interesting. | was talking to a woman over at Harkers Island 
who had high rise chicken coop. [laughter] These things you don't think about. 


DM: You don't think about, and so too, everywhere you go to the air units are built up on, built up off the 
ground. That’s just part of it, you go through that, [pause] and you learn from it, and adapt to it, and you move 
on. That's what is kind of like what everybody does. So it's been cool to see that part of it too, for sure. 

TH: [45:44] You gotta wonder about the septic systems. That's what | always think. 

DM: | can't speak to that, because | have no idea how they work here [laughter]. 

TH: Hey, you and I both [laughs]. 

DM: [45:58] | don’t know how they work. But yeah, can't be that great for them. If they—especially here in the 


country. | can't, I'm not even gonna speak to—! have no idea what it looks like underground, what they've done. 
| have no idea to be able to talk to them about that [laughter]. But | do know, even sometimes when we have 
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those floods, it's good to have your groundwater tested and all of that. Sometimes you have to put a little bit of 
bleach into it to kill some of the bacteria or whatever. That’s part of it, but as far as the septic goes, | don’t 
know. | can’t speak to that, I'm not an expert. Well, I'm not an expert on anything, | don't think, but I’m 
definitely not on septic stuff [laughter]. 


TH: [46:41] Is the groundwater testing something that people do often here? 


DM: [46:46] Well, it's kind of funny that you asked that, because we just had ours tested today. Haven't been 
tested in quite a while, so we wanted to go ahead and do that. Make sure everything's doing well and get the 
results in a couple of days. We don't expect it to be bad. But, you just want to test and make sure. | guess after a 
big storm, that's one of the things that you want to get tested because there's no telling what's floating around. 
You got all of this stuff that shouldn't be underwater underwater going everywhere. So anyway, that's part of 
part of having a well. 


TH: Absolutely, absolutely. 


DM: | think even in different areas of the country that doesn't flood all the time or if it does flood. | mean, it's a 
good idea to get your water tested anyway [laughter]. 


TH: [47:52] Yes, it is. It's something that, from the mountains, | wasn't as familiar with until | came down here. 


DM: Yeah, it's just one of those things that you do. For sure. 


TH: [48:04] | just wanted to move on a little bit and ask you about the future of this church and where you see it 
going. 


DM: [48:14] Well, that's a good question. | mean, one good thing about our church is we've been a steady— 
what is that quote? | gotta get to that quote, it’s an incredible quote by one of the pastors that was here , 
maybe the first pastor, and it lends to that exactly what I'm trying to answer. I’m trying to think in my brain 
where that quote might be. | think it's on our website. If you don't mind, give me a second. 


TH: [48:54] Please take your time. I’d love to hear it. 

DM: It’s an incredible quote. 

DM: We love, | love history and I think history is important. The history of this church is very rich and deep. It’s 
been here since 1800s, just an incredible. 


TH: [49:43] Does the church itself keep its own records? 

DM: Yeah, we do. We do. All right, this was said in 1897 by Reverend Blakeley Matthews—| want to give him 
creds for it. It says, “The church will stand as a mighty tower on the storm-washed coast, warning and rescuing 
men until the Earth's last storm is over and Earth's last soul is redeemed.” 

That's what | would say about the future of our church. 
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TH: That's beautiful. 


DM: | know, it's an incredible quote. Anyway, what we'll continue to do that. We'll continue to stand, warning 
men and women, and doing what we can to preach and teach the gospel, and live the gospel, to love, die and 
love others. Until we're all gone. | think that's our goal is to continue on. We want to raise our young people to 
be able to do that, to keep that going to keep that legacy going, to be that light. Jesus tells us to be salt and light, 
that's what we want to be. So that's kind of our goal. But, you know, | think of that quote, often in my brain, and 
that's where | would say our future is—just to be steady standing here and preaching the gospel as we always 
have, so at least since 19, or 1867. | can’t believe this. | keep saying that—now I'm second guessing myself. But | 
think that's it. But yeah, this guy said that, at the 1897 Homecoming. It is 1867. 


TH: Yes, the homecoming. Louie was telling me about that. 


DM [51:43]: We have a big homecoming every five years. | was able to be a part of it this past year. 2022 is when 
we had it. Yes, we want to celebrate all of those people who came before us and celebrate what the Lord has 
done since that time. So that's an important time we do it every five years, and we have a big crowd of folks. It's 
an awesome time. It's a great worship service. We have had past pastors come in and it's just, it's a good time 
and good day in the Lord for sure. It's also unique. I've never been a part of another church that does it every 
five years. You know, in such a scale, as we do. And so if you've ever been a part of it, or ever even seen pictures, 
yeah it was a great time. 


TH: Yeah. Do you know what the origin of that tradition was? 


DM [53:041: | don't. | don't. | don't know when that started or, excuse me, if the church did that from the 
beginning. | don't know. If Mr. Louis didn't know, | don't know of anybody else that would know. Maybe Mr. 
Vicky, but | would say that it started—I'm trying to think when. They did homecoming in 1897. | don't know if 
they were doing that every year because you know, you celebrate that month or whatever. Oh, you know, we're 
a year old. We’re two years old or whatever. They could have been doing that. | don't know. | don't know if they 
did that every five then or not. But yeah, that's you know, that's a tradition that of a lot of churches do: 
celebrate the roots in their history. Celebrate where the Lord has brought them. So, I think that's important that 
we look, we also look back and see what we've been through. This last one was very special because we went 
through Florence, we went through Dorian, we went through so many things, so many individual things. And 
then we went through the pandemic together. So, 2022 Homecoming was special. It sounds like yeah, they all 
are, but that one was really special. It was for me anyway [laughs]. Anyway, yeah, it's a great, great time to 
celebrate the Lord and each other. For sure. 


TH [54:49]: During COVID, Louie said that you all were virtual, is that right? 
DM: Yeah, for a few weeks. We did the virtual thing. You know, going off the information that we had just—| 
think it was six weeks. Don't quote me on that. It was [pauses] well, let’s see. It was sometime in March to 


sometime in May. So, six weeks or so | think it was a virtual meeting. We really had to scramble and figure out all 
of that stuff. | had no idea what was going on. When we did that, and my wife was really important to get all 
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that going; she's a lot smarter with technology than | am. And we did, and we were able to still have, you know, 
our church services, and we were still having people come in to play music and to do that, and we were still 
preaching, but it's not the same. Even now, we still do Facebook, but you know, that's not meeting at the 
church, and so we want to physically meet together, that's part of part of the life of the church. So those when 
those six weeks were ended, it was good. We were all ready to be back together with one another. But yeah, 
that was, that was tough. That was a tough time. Really tough for everybody—for the whole world. But you 
know, we see our own little worlds, you know, and this one was tough. But once again, these folks just—we put 
our put our trust in the Lord and we just kept right on doing what we could do to love him and to love others. 
That's what we were trying to do during that time. So that was something just constantly and that's how it goes. 
| mean, that's our life is so uncertain. You never know what's going to happen the next month. So that's why it's 
important to put your faith and trust in Jesus. That's what we've done. It's been, it's been good. It's been good to 
see. 


TH [57:09]: We are coming up on an hour here, so I'll just ask you maybe two more questions, if that’s okay? 
Yeah. Okay. So this next one—I told Louie the same thing—I know it can be pretty contentious, but the Museum 
[Core Sound Museum] wants me to ask about it. 


DM: Okay. 


TH: So can you just give me your thoughts and sort of feelings around climate change? 


DM: Yeah. 


TH: And how is the church you feel about it? Or yeah, where do you see it going? 


DM: Well, as far as the church goes, we—| mean this is—we believe that Jesus is coming back. We know that to 
be true. That's what the word tells us, and so we can we continue to look for Him. 

And when he comes back, he's gonna usher in a new time, a new heaven, new Earth. All of these things we're 
talking about now will be no more. No more pain, no more hurricanes, no more pandemics, no more sickness, 
no more of that. So we're looking forward to that day, right. | am not an expert on climate, or anything like that. 
| do think that—me personally, | can't speak for the church or anyone else—but me personally, | can't get behind 
the consensus on us changing the climate or being a part of the reason why the temperatures rising. | think, | 
think it's, | think it's scientific that the temperature is rising. However, to pinpoint, well, it's your fault. It's our 
fault. It's this, it's that—that's impossible to do in my viewpoint. And so | believe that, you know, the climate 
goes in cycles, you know, you got times where it's really cool, times when it’s kind of warm, and things like that. 
And so | think we're in a cycle right now. That's just my opinion, once again, not an expert on that. 


TH: No, | want to hear your opinion. [laughter] 
DM: Yeah, and so | would, | would say that that's kind of where I'm at right now on, you know, on those things. 


But once again, you know, we, whatever happens we’re going to put it in the Lord's hands, and we're just going 
to keep on trucking. You know, God tells us in Genesis we have to subdue the earth to live in it, and so part of 
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that is some of the technology that we've had, you know. If you just go out here and try to live on, Earth can kill 
you. It's a dangerous place to live. So I'm glad that some of the technologies and things like that that we have, 
and the amenities that we have in this country are just, just incredible. And speaking of that, going back to those 
hurricanes that just brought up my mind, a little hurricane here—one that | would, we would say, is a piddly 
one—go into another country, it’s a huge deal. With their terrain and with, you know, maybe not as advanced 
houses or whatever that they have. So, those things hitting out, you know, those countries like that, it breaks my 
heart to see that. You know, as bad as some of the ones that are when they hit us, we're able to get back on our 
feet pretty quickly. With other countries, it could be years and years and years, and we still—I still know of two 
houses just right off my [inaudible]—and I’m not going to say who—but two houses that were just being 
repaired not long ago from Florence. And it’s 2023. And so that's been a long time, long time coming for those 
for those folks. But anyway. Yeah, that's my opinion on climate change to go all the way back to that [laughter]. | 
took a rabbit trail or two—my bad on that. 


TH [1:01:14]: No, great. Thank you. Yeah, and then, do you know anyone else who’d want to talk to us? 


DM: I'm not going to throw anybody under the bus [laughs]. | don’t want to get in trouble. 


TH: [1:01:30] Sure, understood. 


DM: You know, honestly, I'm glad you already interviewed, Mr. Louie and Miss Susie. | think that if you hadn't, 
they will be the ones that | would say, to get an interview. Just you know, they've been a huge part of this 
community here in Davis for so so long. | don't think there's anyone in Down East that don't know at least know 
of them. They've been a huge part of this church and this community, and so yeah, | would definitely say that 
what they had to say was a lot more informative on Florence than what | had to say. That’s who | would have 
said, but they threw me under the bus so [laughs]. 


TH: Not going to pass that around [laughter]. 


DM: Yeah, not going to pass that around [laughter]. 


TH: Well, thank you so much. That was all | had today. Do you have anything else to add? 


DM: I don't think so, | think you pretty much got the gist of it. | mean, | don't know how helpful any of that was, 
but we're, you know, we're just gonna keep on trusting the Lord, and whatever comes our way, we're just gonna 
stand here and do what we can in His power, and continue to do that until we don't have any more breath. And 
just like that guy said, | mean, | think we live that, quote every—seems like every—hurricane season, you know, 
we live in it. So it's been a great, it's been a great privilege for me, to my wife, and now my son, which is another 
thing that happened in four and a half years. It's been a great privilege for us to be able to serve the people of 
this community and the people of Down East. Just, there's no other place on Earth like this. So we count it a 
great privilege to be here and to maybe, maybe have helped a little bit. You know, you'd like to think that we 
have, and we’ll give the credit to the Lord if we have been a help. We'll just leave it up to Him. But we do count 
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it a privilege, and we’ll just keep on trucking with it until the next time. | hope that | don't have to do another 
interview like this in five years or six years. 


TH: | hope you don’t either [laughter]. 


DM: Talking about hurricane and recovery, the recovery process and all that stuff. So | appreciate you coming 
out too. I'm looking forward to whatever this is, what it’s going to look like, | don't know [laughter]. 


TH: l'Il keep you up to date. 


DM: Okay. Yeah. 


TH: I'll let you know. And I, it may be a while down the line because you know how slow these things are. 


DM: Yeah, sure. What, so you don't | mean, | don't know what you're gonna need—you can continue to record, | 
don’t care. But one is the so what's the end goal with this? What's it gonna look like? 


TH [1:04:43]: So, the end goal is to have like, an online digital archive, talking about environmental change, 
especially like development, and sea level rise Down East. So to have that kind of online thing, and then 


resources. 


DM: So each one of them—so it would be like, | guess what I'm trying to figure out is each one of these 
interviews will be on there that you can click on to listen to or what? 


TH: Yeah, that would be good. And if we don't do that, it'll be in the museum's archives on their like, on their 
website, so you can search someone's name. 


DM: Oh, okay. 


TH: And if that's okay with you? 


DM: Yeah, | think so. | don't think | said anything too damaging [laughter]. 


TH: | don’t think so [laughter]. 


TH: But yeah, that's the end goal, and then they're putting up a new a new exhibit at the Museum actually on 
ghost forests, which you talked about. 


DM: | talked about that? 


TH: Yes. The dead snags that came after Florence, especially, you know, in Davis and Stacy. 
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DM: Oh, yeah, | did talk about that—that big old cluster of dead trees. Yeah, ok. 


TH: ‘Cause that is a huge change. 


DM: Yeah, it’s a big change, big change that | could see. That’s something that | did see. | mean, not a whole lot 
of other things | did see, since we weren't here, you know? 


TH: Yeah, and we've been interviewing people on if they think those trees are gonna grow back or what? 


DM: Eventually they're going to be [whistles]. They’re going to be on the ground. For sure. Some of them are 
just dead and they’re never going to come back. And then, see we got these beetles too, that'll get in the trees 
and do some damage as well. 


TH: The pine beetles, right? 


DM: Yeah, | guess. I'm not too familiar with what they are. But | do know that once the salt comes in, they get 
salt burn and then they're very susceptible to those beetles. And those beetles come in and just basically ravage 
them. | mean, we had—the churchyard looked very different. We had trees that were damaged—two huge 
trees, one behind the parsonage, one on the other side. They weren't pine trees. They were some type of oak 
tree | would guess. They got damaged in the flood or in the Florence, | guess. But-- 


TH: Got to think how old were they too, beautiful. 


DM: Huge. | mean, I couldn't even reach around. | mean, | could—maybe two or three people could—reach 
around the things. They were huge. Two of those were cut down right there, which, you know, trees are nice to 
have because the shade, but also trees are dangerous to have in an area that has 30 to 40 mile an hour winds 
constantly [laughter]. 


TH: Especially the ones that don’t bend. They just snap. 

DM: Yeah, snap. These ones have snapped—they will come up by the roots because they were just too big. But 
yeah, that was sad to see that go. That was in 2019. So that's another change. | forgot about that. Out of sight 
out of mind, and you get used to your new surroundings, you know, and not notice the things that that used to 
be. It killed a lot of the vegetation too. 

TH: Oh, did it? 

DM: We had two kind of newer trees in the front yard—they’re gone. And we planted Willie T tree—is what we 


call it. Our church gave us acrepe myrtle when he was born. So we planted that in the front yard, and it's been 
flooded twice now saltwater and it's still—it's still alive somehow [laughter]. 
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